THE  ABSOLUTE  MONARCHY

Rhine, and Louvois, on the other side of that river, had laid waste the
Palatinate in order to create a desert between the Empire and Alsace. The
"King reprehended this harshness, which was to be the starting-point
of age-long resentment. Against him were then leagued England, the
Empire, Holland, Spain and Sweden. The purpose of this league, called
that of Augsburg, was to push France back into the frontiers which had
been defined for her by the Treaties of Westphalia and the Pyrenees,
Continental Europe was alarmed over France's military power; England
and Holland had been aroused by Colbert's ideas and were fearful of a
maritime and colonial France. At first the excellent French fleet, under the
command of Tourville, won the day over the combined naval strength
of England and Holland. It was impossible, however, at the same time to
hold the Mediterranean and the ocean, the sea and the land, and Colbert
was no longer there to equip the French flotillas. They were finally wiped
out at La Hogue and Louis XTV wanted to come to terms. At the Con-
gress of Ryswick he displayed canny moderation, agreeing to give up the
Low Countries and to recognize the House of Orange in England. He
thought it was better to do this than to allow Spain, with English help, to
rebuild the empire of Charles V. For his part, William III thought he had
succeeded in establishing a continental equilibrium between France
and the Empire. After Ryswick (1697) it seemed that Europe's peace was
assured.

Fate took it upon herself to trouble the waters, and the mischievousness
of events triumphed over the relative wisdom of the sovereigns. The only
matter which remained threatening was that of the Spanish succession.
Charles n, Spain's slow-witted king, was soon to die without an heir
(1700). Who would get his throne? A son of the Emperor? A French
prince? The Elector of Bavaria? To have the Empire in Spain and in
Italy would mean that France would again be encircled; anxious for
peace, Louis XIV therefore suggested giving Spain to the Elector of
Bavaria, while the Dauphin (son of Maria Theresa) would content
himself with Naples, the two Sicilies, Tuscany and Guipiizcoa, while
granting Milan to Austria, Here was a reasonable solution, but 'Death
had not signed the treaty'. The Elector of Bavaria, a five-year-old boy,
died; the French prince and the Archduke remained the sole contenders,
and compromise was barred. Fresh negotiations began between Louis
XIV and William IH, both ready to dismember Spain in order to keep
the peace. Believing that French support for a weakened Spain was the
more valuable, because it was geographically closer at hand, the Spanish